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“Knowledge is of no value unless it is shared with others” 

Vane Jones – Traction and Models Magazine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Editor Retires                                                                                     Bill Volkmer 

Folks:   This is it.  I have essentially reached the point of no return with regard to the editorship of the newsletter Live 

Overhead.  No, I haven’t (thankfully) been diagnosed with any terminal illnesses, but each issue has become more and 

more difficult for me to produce, noteably  

thanks to my advancing age.   For those who 

don’t know me I will publish in this issue 

about four pages of my illustrious career in 

the railroad, transit and equipment 

manufacturing sectors.  It goes without 

saying that the most important benefit I have 

realized from these career elements has 

been the opportunity to go shoulder to 

shoulder with a large group of intelligent and 

knowledgeable people who worked in an 

industry because they wanted to and not 

merely because it was a source of a 

paycheck.  Being an amateur photographer offered ample 

opportunities to record railroad history as it was in the 

process of being created. That was just the icing on the 

cake. 

The photo left shows me 

and my alter ego, Art 

Wheeler in ERCF attire.  My 

pen name was assigned to 

me in 1968 by Don Dover, 

Extra 2200 South magazine. 
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From the Editor: 

 My fellow traction buddies.  I hate to admit it, but I have 
not yet mastered the art of reversing the aging process.  I 
am 86 and while my brain continues to function with 
reasonable accuracy the rest of the working parts do not, 
so I told Howie I think it’s past due time to “hang up my 
spikes and turn the newsletter production over to younger 
(and less shaky) hands.”  Consequently, Fred Cosgrove will 
be the new editor of Electric Railway Clubs of Florida 
“The Live Overhead”.  Carl Gustafson will continue to 
offer his support with printing and mailing as he has 

always done in the past.  I had hoped the Summer issue 

would have been my last.  After a little arm twisting by 
Howie I agreed to at least publish my autobiography for 
posterity’s sake, mainly on the strength of the fact that I 
already had most of it “in the can.” 

I will also donate a digital library of traction photos on 
request of subjects such as ERCF meets in years past. 

Fred has agreed to assume the Editorship of the newsletter  and 

brings to the job many years of experience in editing similar 

journals for trolley clubs in his native Michigan where he spends 

his summers.  I stand ready to  help in any way I am able. 

For this issue  Carl Gustafson wanted us to put together “a 
remembering Chicago streetcars,” in honor of the 65 th  
anniversary of the last cars to run in the Windy City, June 
15, 1958.  Consider it done. 

 

  

  My own introduction to Chicago 
streetcars and PCC cars in general 
was just after my 14

th
 birthday, 

when my parents took me on a 
Madison St. PCC from Oak Park to 
downtown. There we transferred to 
a Roosevelt Rd. deck roof Pullman 
from Clark to the loop at the Field 
Museum.  That was in June 1950 
(see page 7 of this issue)  and most 
of the remaining system was two-
man operated, including the rear-
loading PCC cars with the bicycle 
style controller handles.  Only the 
brake pedal was on the floor of the 
front platform.    WDV 

 

The Electric Railway Clubs of Florida 

A statewide gathering of people sharing a 

common interest in Electric Railways, Electric 

Railway history, and model 

building/operation activities, all scales.  We 

are subdivided into two divisions, Central, 

and South Florida.  Each division generally 

meets once per month at various locations 

on an established schedule.  Each January we 

get together for our annual trolley men’s 

meet, held in Deland, Fl. that includes an 

annual banquet.  Many club members own 

modular layouts which are assembled at the 

meets each year for our mutual enjoyment. 

Dues are $15 per year, which covers your 

copy of this quarterly newsletter, the Live 

Overhead plus the entrance fee to the 

annual meet. In addition you will receive 

frequent eMail updates on items of current 

transit interest (news and photos). 

For further information please contact the 

Club President, Mr. Howard “Howie” Stevens 

at Howi1@bellouth.net or 386-672-4059 

Our South Florida area Superintendent is 

Bruce Elfreth at belfreth@comcast.net.  Or 

772-287-3702. 

To submit articles for this newsletter, please 

contact Howard Stevens at 

howi1@bellsouth.net 

 Or Fred Cosgrove 

addresses are: 

Howard Stevens 

55 Village Drive  

Ormond Beach, FL 32174 

Bruce Elfreth 

666 S.W. All American Way 

Palm City, FL 34990-3860 

Fred Cosgrove 

email   

ssshortie1100@yahoo.com,  

Phone number 586-663-0328. 

We have a website too!   

www.electricrailwayclubsflorida.com/  
Fred Cosgrove 

mailto:Howi1@bellouth.net
mailto:belfreth@comcast.net
mailto:howi1@bellsouth.net
mailto:email%20%20%0Bssshortie1100@yahoo.com
mailto:email%20%20%0Bssshortie1100@yahoo.com
http://www.electricrailwayclubsflorida.com/
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William D. Volkmer 

Biography 

Lifetime Work and  Railfan Enthusiast Experience Record 

Printed here by popular request 

ABSTRACT:  49 years’ experience in the railroad and rail transit industries.  Heavy experience in railroad rolling 

stock and equipment maintenance, coupled with experience in shop layout and design afforded clients an unusual, 

in-depth perspective in the process of railroad maintenance problem solving. 

Much of my life work has been heavily documented in various railfan oriented books and magazines.  Buy one, get 

one free genre. 

 

Work Experience: 

1997 – 2007 

Retired 6-30-2007 

Herzog Transit Services, Inc. , Hialeah, FL, Manager, Technical Services.  , 

Responsible for administering capital projects involving rolling stock 

acquisition and rolling stock 

contract maintenance.  

Prepared budgeting and 

heavy maintenance forecasts 

for Tri-Rail.  Prepared heavy 

overhaul specifications, 

advertised and awarded 

several contract maintenance 

jobs.  

 

 

Photo shows Bill with 

Railway Age Magazine 

Editor-emeritus and ERCF 

Member, Bob Lewis 

1994- 1997 Tri-County Commuter Rail Authority, Fort Lauderdale, FL  Chief 

Mechanical Officer on 

74 mile commuter rail 

line.  Procured new 

coaches, locomotives, 

overhauled older 

locomotives with 

contract to outside 

vendor, other 

miscellaneous 

procurements.   

Prepared 

specifications and 

managed on-site 

inspection activities of 

these projects. 

 

 



THE LIVE OVERHEAD 

4 
Autumn 2022                                                                

1992-1994 Los Angeles County 

Metropolitan 

Transportation Auth.  

Developed fare debit card 

system for use on the buses.  

 

This was a joint effort 

involving all of the various 

Municipal bus lines plus the 

RTD. 

1991-1992 Independent Consultant- Participated in railroad electrification study of all 

railroads in the LA basin. 

1985-1991 Kaiser Engineers, Los Angeles, 

Cal. Resident design engineer on 

Los Angeles Metro Blue Line 

light rail project. Preliminary 

engineering and final design.   

Prepared design/build 

specifications for the wheel 

truing machine and train wash 

facility.  Managed procurement 

of Ticket Vending machines and 

maintenance equipment. 
 

1978-1985 Kaiser Engineers, Miami, Fl.   

Resident engineer on Metro Rail 

design and construction project.  

Preliminary Engineering and Final 

Design.  Designed maintenance 

shop layout. 

 

I liked to think of this assignment 

as getting paid to design my own 

model railroad in 1 ft.= 12 

inches scale.  Other photo 

shows Cocoanut Grove 

station a week prior to system 

opening in May 1984. 
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1975-1977 Kaiser Engineers, 

Philadelphia Resident 

Engineer on Light Rail 

Vehicle Construction for 

client, Mass. Bay 

Transportation Authority. 

 

Photo shows Boston cars 

under construction at the 

Boeing Plant in suburban 

Philadelphia. 

 

1973-1974 G.E. Co. Warranty Administrator in 

Transit Car  (Commuter Rail) Dept.  

Customers included Long Island 

R.R. (M-1 cars) ,Metro North  

 

 

1968-1972 General Electric Co. Erie, Pa . Quality 

Assurance Engineer in Locomotive Dept.   

Q.A. of purchased parts from outside 

vendors. 

 

The book shown here details my GE 

experiences. 
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1958-1968 Pennsylvania Railroad.   Five different 

levels of management positions in the 

Mechanical Department, beginning with 

Junior Engineer and ending with 

Assistant Master Mechanic on the largest 

railroad in the U.S.   Included direct 

supervision of railroad maintenance 

workers.  Photo shows Bill on left and 

Northern Region Regional Manager, 

David E. Peregrin.. 

 
 

 

Born: Pittsfield, Mass.  June 4.1936      Moved to Rome, GA .June 1953. 

Education: Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering, Georgia Tech  June 1958 

  

Married to: Anne M. Volkmer, 60 years.  Four children, Diane, Windermere FL.  Bill Jr. 

Gainesville FL, Connie Savaglio, Palm Harbor, FL, and Jan M. Volkmer, 

(Husband - Richard Wolf,  Millsboro DE), Three grandchildren, Allyssa 

Savaglio, Justin and Julia Savaglio, all of Palm Harbor, FL. 

 

Other Experience: Authored ten hard cover, all color photograph books on railroad and transit 

subjects published by Morning Sun Books.  Subject matter included Pennsy 

Electric Years, PRR Hudson to Horseshoe, Pennsylvania Trolleys  Vol 1,2,3,  

Illinois Terminal V2. New York City Trolleys, Boston Trolleys V 1 and 2.  GE 

Chronicles.  3 Soft Cover Books Best of Bill Volkmer V1, 2 3,4. 

  

 Wrote column “Electric Rails” in National Railway Bulletin magazine for 22 

years ending in 2002.  Edited Quarterly newsletter “Live Overhead” since 

2020. 
 Also known in the trade as “Art Wheeler!” .Pen name assigned by Don Dover, 

editor Xtra 2200 South locomotive magazine. 

 Has authored numerous rail and transit-oriented magazine articles and 

APTA papers on various subjects, such as fare equipment, maintenance 

procedures and the like. Trains Magazine, Classic Trains, Keystone etc. 

 Edited and produced PRRT&HS Philadelphia Chapter magazine Keystone 

Chronicles for 10 years. 

Awarded lifetime member Phila. Chapter PRRT&HS. 

 

 

 



THE LIVE OVERHEAD 

7 
Autumn 2022                                                                

Remembering Chicago Streetcars 

Carl Gustafson.  Photos and captions by Bill Volkmer 

 

Two postwar 

PCCS load up at 

the Madison 

and Austin loop 

in suburban 

Oak Park..  My 

first ever PCC 

ride was  on 

this line,   June 

8.1950. 
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This is a typical 

downtown Chicago 

scene in the late  1940s 

with a two-man Flexible 

Flyer turning off of Clark 

St.  The Chicago fans had 

nicknames for most 

series cars such as 

Bowling Alleys, Sedans, 

etc. 
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The Chicago “Sedans” 

represented the state of the art 

in modern streetcars  in the 

late 1920s. See page 12 for 

another photo of these gems in 

action. 
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This photo 
pretty well 
defines two 
man car 
operation 
showing 
passengers 
alighting at 
the front exit.  
June  13,1947   
Bill Vigrass 
Photo 
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Chicago’s two-man operated PCC cars employed unique rear entrance/exit doors.  The conductor sat at a desk with 

door controls and change-making facilities, issued transfers, and gave the operator the two bells signal once 

everybody was aboard.   Other cities’ two-man PCCs (San Francisco and Philadelphia) employed a Peter Witt “pay as 

you pass” system.  No rear entrance.  By contrast Chicago buses had no Conductor.  Poor guy had the make change, 

issue transfers AND shift gears while steering the bus.  



THE LIVE OVERHEAD 

12 
Autumn 2022                                                                

 

Carl Gustafson 

1249 NE 21st St. 

Ocala, FL 34470 


